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Love & Strength
February, 2021

From the CEO
Laura Askowitz

Here’s a secret about me: I love Valentine’s Day! I love it for all of the positive things—the
chance to say I love you to anyone and everyone. and all of the heart-shaped food and presents.
My friends are quick to point out that the day is commercialized, and the pressure to buy the right
gift / be in a relationship / go out is too intense. Some of that is true.

But Valentine’s Day is also a great day to show
your kids some “goofy” love. I am all for any
opportunity that lets you reinforce
communication and discussion about what
caring is. This is also a great time to revisit
safety (I promise, it fits in the “love you”
conversation!).
Discuss your child’s Circle of Safe Adults, and
send a valentine to everyone in that circle.
Remind those in that Circle about the
importance of that relationship, and set up a
monthly communication “check in” for them with
your child. A person you can go to and discuss
anything that is bothering you? That’s love!
My own resiliency, as small as it was, came
from having one safe grandmother I could tell
anything to. Studies show one good adult
relationship is enough to make a child resilient
from trauma! Be that person to a child you
know, and help your child have a good
relationship with someone.

Happy Valentine's Day!

Program Update
Cherie Benjoseph & Elysse Dion

February is the Month of Love and
We Love Teaching KidSafe!
KidSafe Certified Instructors are gearing up for
their Winter / Spring schools. We had a great
time last week exploring new strategies for
teaching via Zoom, and we have even
discovered many benefits of teaching online.
One of the benefits is for our youngest
students, the pre-K – Grade 4 children. Often
their parent / caregiver takes the class with
them. That’s two-for-one learning about kids’
personal safety. We love how the parents enjoy
learning KidSafe with their kids.
Is your school signed up? You can be
anywhere in the US! Reach out to
elyssed@kidsafefoundation.org for more
information.

Members of the Broward Sheriff’s Office Read OurJack Book
From January through April each year, KidSafe participates in Broward Aware – a committee of
organizations dedicated to the health and wellbeing of children and families. Although all of the
events Broward Aware sponsors are usually face-to-face, COVID has not stopped this group
from connecting with our community.

Each month starting in January, The Broward
Aware Reading committee will host children’s
book readings online. A huge shout out to the
Broward Sheriff’s Office for being our readers.
We are proud that the first book to be shared is
our original KidSafe book, Jack Teaches His
Friends to Be KidSafe! Come back each month
for a new book.
Here are the direct links to the Sheriff’s reading.
English: https://youtu.be/_yo5nKq1LYk
Spanish: https://youtu.be/Hcouq7zAWMg

A very BIG thank you to the following agencies
that worked to put this together.
Broward Sheriff’s Office – Dr. Ciara
Bostick
Children Services Council of Broward
County – Alexia Bridges
Guardian ad Litem Program Broward –
Adena Wilson
The South Florida Institute of the Aging –
Cresha Reid
YMCA of South Florida – Whitney A.
Wolfgang
KidSafe Foundation – Eliza Vasquez

Our KidSafe Community
Eliza Vasquez

I call February the love spreading month. Well, at least that’s what’s happening around the globe
on February 14th. It’s a good excuse to give special thanks to people and organizations
supporting our causes. With that I want to take the opportunity to show our great appreciation
and acknowledge the Star Donors of Stay KidSafe – Elementary Safety and Trafficking
Prevention Education. This is the newest endeavor for KidSafe Foundation. This program
meets the the Florida Department of Education mandate on Trafficking Prevention for children K12. We are proud and grateful to our supporters for their gifts of education to children.

Here they are, Star Donors of Stay KidSafe!
With their donations between $10,000 and

$25,000 (listed in alphabetical order)
The Batchelor Foundation
Focus for Health
The Harry T., Jr. Mangurian Foundation
Paul Palank Memorial Foundation
William & Helen Thomas Charitable
Trust

With the help of the Star Donors, Founding Funders who we mentioned last month, and
individual donations we are able to develop this incredible prevention education and make it
available to every elementary student in Florida. Our dream is for it to be part of every child’s
curriculum in our nation. And we hope that with time and hard work we will make that happen.
Thank you all who supports our cause, every day you make a difference in child’s life. Because
empowered children become powerful adults!

KidSafe Español!
Melissa Maya

Queridos amigos de KidSafe,
Empezamos el año con el reto de superar no
sólo el COVID sino la indiferencia hacia el
problema al que nos enfrentamos: el abuso
sexual infantil. Esto aumentó
considerablemente durante la pandemia y es
algo que afecta a muchos niños incluso más
que el COVID.
Ayuda a mantener a tus hijos a salvo informate
y educate de como puedes enseñarles
seguridad personal y asi tengas la tranquilidad
de que ellos estan más seguros con nuetsro
seminario para padres al cual puedes acceder
via Zoom.
Para más información:
melissa@kidsafefoundation.org o al telefono:
954-397-5198. Tambien estaremos
compartiendo información en nuestras redes
sociales de Facebook e Instagram:
@KidsafeFoundationEspanol.
En este mes de Febrero te queremos desear
un feliz dia de San Valentine, recuerda que el
amor es la fuerza que proporciona seguridad y
bienestar para el desarrollo de los niños y las
personas en general.

Dear Friends of KidSafe,
We start the year with the challenge of overcoming not only COVID but the indifference toward
the problem we face: child sexual abuse. This increased considerably during the pandemic and it
is something that affects many children even more than COVID.
Help keep your kids safe by informing and educating them. You can teach them personal safety
so you have peace of mind that they're safer with our seminar for parents that you can access on
Zoom.
For more information: melissa@kidsafefoundation.org or by phone: 954-397-5198. We will also
be sharing information on our Facebook and Instagram social networks:
@KidsafeFoundationEspanol.
In February we want to wish you a happy Valentine's Day, remember that love is the force that
provides safety and well-being for the development of children and people in general.

Volunteer Spotlight
Dan Paul-Heskins for Jennifer Rodriguez

Our Office/Volunteer Coordinator, Jennifer, is on New Baby duty with her family this month, so
I’m filling in working with the fabulous KidSafe Volunteer team.

Every year, KidSafe reviews performance against a number of
national benchmarks for our Annual Report. Among the
information we review is the value of volunteer time. A national
organization called Independent Sector (independentsector.org)
reports the dollar value of volunteer time. By that measure,
during our Fiscal Year 2019-2020, our volunteers provided over
$37,000 worth of work and service to KidSafe.
The volunteers are proud of that contribution and enjoy working
with KidSafe. Author Sherry Anderson famously said,
“Volunteers don’t get paid; not because they’re worthless, but
because they’re priceless.” While KidSafe may put a value on
volunteering for financial reporting purposes, the staff and Board
make each one of us feel priceless.

Dan Paul-Heskins
Admin Volunteer

Donations

November, 2020 - January 2021

Special Recognition
Leslie L. Alexander Foundation, Inc.
$10,000 or more
The Harry T. Mangurian, Jr. Foundation, Inc.
Saul & Theresa Esman Foundation
The Vegso Family Foundation
William & Helen Thomas Charitable Trust
$5,000 up to $10,000
Boca West Children's Foundation
Lattner Family Foundation
Mary Alice Fortin Foundation, Inc.
$1,000 up to $5,000

City of Boca Raton

$500 up to $1,000

Matthew & Jodie Roseberg
Anonymous

Up to $500

Josh & Larissa Abrams
Sherry Apple
Steven Arce
Laura F. Askowitz
Jacob Beil
Stephen & Sally Berenzweig
Al & Maxine Bueller
Michael Deutsch
Diamond Service Group of South
Florida LLC
Elysse Dion

Leslie Diuguid
Kenneth S Fraidin
James Gold
Sonya Gossard
Marisol Hernandez
Susan Huffman
Beth Johnston
Leonard Keilin
Liselotte Kleckner
Andrea Kling
Sung Knowles

Allen Lebowitz
Neil and Vicki McAdorey
Victoria Merrill
Peter & Julie Oldbury
Asha Padmanabhan

Matthew Runyen
Gregory Schiller Esq.
Marvin Serota
Matthew Thornton School
Judi & Steve Tainsky
Dustin Wilson

Don't Forget to Smile

The KidSafe Mission
Teach personal safety to children and their grown-ups
to build strong, resilient families and safer communities.
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